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Music development plan summary: 
Whalley Range 11-18 High School 

Overview 

Detail Information 
Academic year that this summary covers 25-26
Date this summary was published September 2025 
Date this summary will be reviewed September 2026 
Name of the school music lead TJA 
Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

LBE 

Name of local music hub One Education 
Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 
three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 
pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

• Our school music curriculum is partially informed by the MMC.
• Year 7 students currently have 1 hour per week.
• We do not offer 1 hour per week to Year 8. Year 8 provision is for 18 hours per

year, in half-term block rotation with Drama.
• In year 9 this provision is significantly reduced to 12 hours per year, taught in

one half-term block in rotation with other Art and Technology subjects.
• Our curriculum includes singing, listening, performing and composing.
• The elements of music are taught and explored in lessons.
• Different genres are taught and explored in lessons.
• Music is taught through the use of keyboards, percussion instruments and

ukuleles and singing.
• Staff notation is taught and explored in lessons.
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• Opportunities for Year 7 and 8 pupils to sing in some schemes of work. Whole
class ensemble teaching.

Part B: Co-curricular music 
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 
beyond the core curriculum. 

• We offer 3 hours of steel pan tuition.
• We offer 2 and a half of hours of drum tuition.
• We offer 3 and a half hours of guitar tuition.
• We offer 3 and a quarter hours of string tuition.
• We offer 5 hours of singing and piano tuition.

• We have Rock band, Choir, String Group and Steel Pan ensembles.
• Pupils are able to come a rehearse individually and in small groups during,

breaks, lunchtimes and after school.
• Lessons are free.

Part C: Musical experiences 
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

• Year 7 students who have instrumental tuition get the opportunity to visit a
theatre or concert hall for a performance/workshop. Students pay for transport.

• Year 9 students who have instrumental tuition get the opportunity to visit the
RNCM to raise aspirations and enrich their cultural capital. Students pay for
transport.

• Ensemble performances in assemblies, school events, break and lunchtimes.
• Music concerts at the end of Autumn and Summer Terms.

In the future 
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 
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• Year 7 students who have instrumental tuition get the opportunity to visit a
theatre or concert hall for a performance/workshop. Students pay for transport.

• Year 8 students who have instrumental tuition get the opportunity to visit a
theatre or concert hall for a performance/workshop. Students pay for transport.

• Year 9 students who have instrumental tuition get the opportunity to visit the
RNCM to raise aspirations and enrich their cultural capital. Students pay for
transport.

• Ensemble performances in assemblies, school events, break and lunchtimes.
• Music concerts at the end of Autumn and Summer Terms.
• School Musical in collaboration with Drama.
• We have reorganised the curriculum into six-week blocks, currently we work in

half-term blocks. This will provide equity across the school, particularly with Year
8 and 9 that rotate between different subjects.

Further information (optional) 
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