16" February 2022

Dear Parent/Carer
Half Term 3 — End of Term Letter

| hope that you and your family are well and | would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks
to parents, carers, students and staff for their ongoing hard work and support. Your views and feedback
are always important to us, so | would very much appreciate it is you could complete the short survey
through the https://forms.office.com/r/ib252D72Ws.

Students break up for the February half term holiday at 2.45pm on Thursday 17" February 2022 and
return to school on Monday 28t February 2022.

| am delighted to be able to share with you our new newsletter, the Range Review, which shows some
of the great things that our students have been involved in from charity events to cake decorating, Duke
of Edinburgh’s expeditions to visiting a Winter Wonderland. We are so lucky at Whalley Range to have
such dedicated students who want to get involved in these activities and committed staff who enable
these wider school experiences to take place.

Our school production of Oliver took place earlier this week and the performance wowed the audiences
across both nights. Our students and the staff involved in putting on this production, have worked so
hard over a long period of time and the audiences most definitely enjoyed the performances. Thank
you to the students and staff involved in this for both entertaining us, but also reinforcing to us the
importance of the creative arts in education.

Whalley Range students continue to engage in a wide range of extracurricular activities and we have
some notable achievements. One of our Year 9 students recently won the Key Stage 3 Manchester
Badminton tournament and our Year 8 netball team are currently unbeaten in the Manchester Schools’
League and are heading towards becoming Champions for 2021/22. Sports Leaders from across the
school have run a range of primary school Inspire basketball events where they have shown leadership
and professionalism and our Year 10 students are working hard to prepare for their Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award expedition. Our Year 8 students are continuing to make great progress in the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Cadets’ programme.

Our recent Deep Learning Day saw many external visitors and our own staff delivering sessions to our
students on a wide range of topics including careers, mindfulness, first aid, friendships and the
importance of positive physical and mental health.


https://forms.office.com/r/ib252D72Ws

We celebrated Safer Internet Day on the 8" February 2022. Each year this day is used to promote the
safe and positive use of digital technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national
conversation about using technology responsibly, respectfully, critically, and creatively. But we also
know that e-safety is something that we need to think about every day — not just once a year. We have
put together some key resources on our safeguarding pages to support parents and carers in this fast-
moving, technical world. You can find useful advice and links to support you in helping your child stay
safe online on our ‘Digital Parenting’ page https://www.eltrust.org/esafety/digital-parenting

Over half term 3 our students have continued their Personal Development journey and have focussed
on topics included in National and Global Citizenship, careers and employability.

Students have discussed a variety of subject matter including how we can challenge mental health
stigma, saving and managing finances, careers and breaking down stereotypes. There is lots of
information about our Personal Development curriculum at Personal Development - WRHS
(wrhs1118.co.uk)

Key Stage 3 students will be looking forward to the launch of their graduation after February half term.
Students will be working on providing evidence towards their Bronze, Silver or Gold graduation over
the next two half terms. We look forward to inviting parents/carers into school for our Graduation
ceremonies in July.

Reading continues to be at the heart of everything we do at Whalley Range. Students across all year
groups have had the opportunity to read different texts for both pleasure and progress, which has been
demonstrated by the fact that most students’ reading ages have increased faster than students’ actual
ages.

However, it is crucial that all the fantastic enthusiasm and enjoyment that our students have shown for
reading over the last few months is not lost over the half-term break. Your daughter should have the
opportunity to read as often as possible and, as parents, there are lots of things that you can do to
support your daughter’s enjoyment of reading:

e Encourage your daughter to read a book for pleasure (this can be fiction or non-fiction). Perhaps
she could borrow a book from the local library?

e Model reading aloud to your daughter

e Encourage your daughter to read aloud to you and ask her questions about the story and
characters

e Encourage your daughter to create storyboards or reviews of books that she has enjoyed

Just setting aside 30 minutes each day for your daughter to read for pleasure could have a dramatic
impact on her enjoyment of reading and her literacy skills.

We will be starting to offer a free breakfast after the half term break. Initially this will be for Year 7
students only starting on Monday 28" February and will be served from 8.00am, when the school gates
open, until 8.20am.


https://www.eltrust.org/esafety/digital-parenting
https://wrhs1118.co.uk/personal-development
https://wrhs1118.co.uk/personal-development

You will have seen from my letter of last week that we are entering a consultation period to formalise
and develop our work with the Greater Manchester Learning Trust. There are several ways in which
you can contribute to the process:-

e You can visit our microsite, review the consultation brochure and complete the short online
survey. These can be found by visiting: www.partnershipformanchester.co.uk.

e You can write to the me at school

e You can attend one of our consultation events at 10.30am and 4.00pm on Wednesday 2" March
2022. If you would like to attend one of the parent/carer consultation events, please reply to
head@wrhs1118.co.uk with your name, your daughter’s name and the time of your preferred
event (either 10.30am or 4.00pm) and we will contact you with further details

| would like to thank you again for your continued support and | hope that you and your family enjoy
the half term holidays.

Best wishes

Mrs J Fahey
Academy Headteacher


mailto:head@wrhs1118.co.uk

Term dates for the Academic Year September 2021- July 2022

Spring Term

Half term holiday: Monday 21 February 2022 — Friday 25 February 2022
Term ends: Friday 1 April 2022

Easter break: Monday 4 April 2022 — Monday 18 April 2022

Summer Term

Term starts: Tuesday 19 April 2022

May Day holiday: Monday 2 May 2022

Half term holiday: Monday 30 May 2022 — Friday 3 June 2022
Term ends: Friday 22 July 2022

Staff Training Days
Tuesday 3rd May 2022

Public Holidays
Good Friday — Friday 15 April 2022

Easter Monday — Monday 18 April 2022

May Day — Monday 2 May 2022

Spring Bank Holiday — Thursday 2 June 2022
Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday — Friday 3 June 2022
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| am delighted to welcome you to our new
Community newsletter. We will be sharing and
celebrating all the wonderful things that our

students have been taking part in since the start
of this academicyear.

MrsJ Fahey
Academy Head!
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Year 13 business students have been busy in the last
couple of weeks arranging a variety of different events
for our WRSF charity.

They have arranged events such as Cultural Day which
included food from Libra, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The students loved it and it was so amazing to embrace
different cultures. Also, a mini funfair was arranged which
included a variety of games, a raffle with amazing prizes
from major business brands including Starbucks, Costa,
Thornton's vouchers and a cake stall.

It doesn’t stop there, the students have been busy and have
planned future events such as Club Karma, Winter Fair and
afternoon tea on wheels.

All money raised is being donated to the WRSF charity.
Well done ladies we are so impressed!






16 Year @ pupils took part in a 5-week cake decorating
masterclass.

They perfected their skills at making fondant icing
roses and buttercream piped flowers. This resulted in
them producing a professionally made and decorated
celebration cake.

Salma of @RF2 demonstrated and led the sessions on
creating a range of buttercream flowers. The girls were
really pleased with the cakes that they made.
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It truly is one of the most wonderful times of the
yearand Whalley Range Students are remarkable
and powerful in using their creativity to come
together in joyful celebrations.

Students from every year group
participated in our Christmas Card
Competition 2021, One winner
was chosen from each year group
and they won an Amazon voucher
each. The overall winner’s card was
selected as the school’s Christmas
card 2021. An additional award was
given for the most unique design.
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. : -tt and Hanna wmmng
is in the l@ng Jurmnp and Kayla
 the shot putt.

als on the tracki ‘Well done to Jumainah
E - bronze in 300m and
@nza in both the 60m and 200m sprints.

Both our K$3 and KS4 team have been actively
involved in fixtures, pla;ymg agamstschaohacross
Greater Manchester.



After missing out on enrichment activities throughout
COVID it has been encouraging and excellent to see so

many Sixth Form students getting involved in PE courses
this year.

37 Y12 and Y13 students are now registered on Silver and Gold
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award courses showing commitrment
and ambition in completing their volunteering, physical and
skills sections. 21 Y13 students successfully completed their
Silver Expedition in October 2021 which has given them lots
of encouragement and enthusiasm to attain the full award.

47 Y12 and Y13 students have started their Level 3 Sports
Leaders’ Certificate. They have been attending lower school
PE lessons to gain insight into the sports teaching and
coaching and will be delivering their first sequences of

Being in partnership with the Manchester United Foundation, we decided to plan a football
match between Whalley Range staff and Manchester United Foundation staff. This fun-filled,
competitive match took place on Thursday 11th Novemberat Whalley Range High School.

lessons as part of
their first module.
This is an excellent
opportunity to

build employability
skills, challenge

their leadership
abilities and attain
another asset for their
Curriculum Vitae/Personal Statements as well as gain UCAS
points! They are a pleasure to have in lessons - to see them
develop into confident leaders- and they have created a

strong rapport with the KS3 students who view them as role
models.

Keep up the hard work and dedication Sixth Formers.

Whalley Range staff took the lead going 1-0 up midway through the first half before MUFoundation

equalised right before half time. The second half was full of goals and MUFoundation went on a streak of scoring
some really good goals and eventually the game finished 6-3 to the MUFoundation. Everyone who took part
absclutely loved it and it was a great evening for everyone to get together and play some football.

The rematch is already being sorted for Whalley Range’s comeback!!

Qur Gym/Fitness extra-curricular club has
been a hit with students in both last half term
and the current half term.

Students are able to come down to the gym
after school on a Wednesday and Friday, where
they can participate in their own pre-planned

workouts, or complete a workout planned by
Miss Lawson, Miss Oliver or Miss Clarke. We
have inducted over 200 students across KS3
and KS4 who are now able to effectively use
the gym equipment to improve their fitness.
We are hoping to run another induction
soon for students who wish to join this club
in the future months.






Sports Leaders had a fantastic start tothe
year with over 80 students sighing up to be
involved in developing their leadership skills.

Students from across years 7-11 have been involved in
establishing and developing their leadership skills and
identifying why these skills make successful leaders.
Students have then had the opportunity to teach their
peers small activities, beginning to embed these skills
into their delivery.

The school have also hosted two primary football events
to partnership schools and students have been heavily
involved in the smooth running of these events, taking
on a variety of different roles and responsibilities.







During Friday lunch time the world language
leaders came togetherand celebrated the Mexican
festival El dia de los Muertos also known as the Day
of the Dead. It’s a festival where families gather to
recoghise and appreciate their passed loved ones
and their journey to the afterlife.

Fajar and Maria volunteered to take on the leadership
of this event and prepare skull shaped cookies for
the language leaders to decorate using fondantand
sprinkles from every colour of the spectrum.

We also hand crafted flowers using the technique of
origami. These flowers represented new life.

Saleema
Izah
Fajar
Aisha

Recently as World Language Leaders,

v we've been learning about El dia de
los Muertos!

This was really interesting and fun as we decorated
cookies and sat through a presentation of how they
celebrate it. It was cool to learn about as it's not
something we do here in England.

They celebrate in grave yards and use skulls
(hand-rmade) as decoration?”

Faiza
Aarifa

For El dia de los Muertos, we discovered why it is
celebrated and discussed its Mexican roots and
history. Two leaders bakead skull faced cookies which
we then decorated to our liking with vibrant coloured

icing.

Fagiha
Irub
Shia




